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* AntiminiſterialWri- 
ters, as they are fond 
of being call d, have for 
ſeveral Years paſs d 
been ſtirring up the People to 
M utiny, Sedition, and Rebellion, 
under the ſpecious Pretence of 
Love to Liberty and their Coun- 
try; and their pretended Zeal 
hath carry d them to perſonal 
Reflections, without any Regard 
to Truth, Decency, or Humani- 
ty; for no ſooner does an Au- 
thor appear on the Side of the 
Government, but he is perſo- 
nally calumniated, and barba- 
rouſly defamed, without any 
Regard to Juſtice : however, 
* 
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tho one Deſign of theſe Pages 


is to diſcover ſome of the wicked 


Principles and pernicious Practi- 
ces of ſeveral Writers againſt our 
happy Eſtabliſhment, yet my 


ſole Intent 15 not merely to ex- 
poſe and bring them into Con- 


tempt; no, my Views are more 


extenſive and generous; for I 


hope, in ſome Meaſure, to con- 
tiibute to the healing the Divi- 


ſions and Diſtractions which 
thoſe Writers have fomented, 
by ſhewing them, in their pri- 
Yate as well as publick Charac- 
ters, to be ſome of the moſt im- 


moral and wicked among Men ; 


which Detection, tis preſumed, 


will neceflarily deſtroy their Cre- 
dit, when they cry aloud for Li- 


berty, Independency, and their 
Country, and againſt Bribery 


and Corruption; and the natu- 


ral Inference will be, that their 


Clamours cannot proceed from 
virtuous 


(5) 


virtuous Motives, but from ſome 
latent Cauſe which they dare 
not publiſh; for as tis their In- 
tereſt to fiſh in troubled Waters, 


we have no room to doubt but 
their chief Aim is to divide his 
Majeſty's good Subjects, and 
thereby weaken the Govern- 
ment, in Order, as much as in 
them lies, to ſubvert the Con- 
ſtitution. 
Il will begin with the Writers 
| of the Craft ſman, and ſhall ob- 
ſerve of the late attainted L---d, 
who lately appeared under the 
feigned Name of Oldcaſtle, and 
hath juſt concluded his Diſſer- 
tation on Parties, that his pri- 
vate Life, when a Miniſter of 
S -e, was as immoral as his 
publick was pernicious, and that 
all the Miſchief waich now 
threatens Europe is a natural 
Conſequence of that wicked Peace 
of which he was the chief Projec- 


tor, 
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tor, and that the preſent Mini- 
ſtry have been obliged, in their 
Treaties, to build on that wretch- 
ed Foundation the Treaty of U- 


zrecht, ſo conſequently are not 


culpable, if any bad Conſequence 
ſhould happen from after Trea- 
ties: What an Aſſurance there- 


fore muſt they have, who are ſo | 


frequently and invidiouſly re- 
fleRing on the preſent Miniſtry, 

as not underſtanding foreign Af- 
fairs, while they are carefling 
the Man who has covered his 
Country with Shame, and plun- 
ged her in a Sea of Troubles. 


Whether thediſappointed and | 


diſcontented old Whig 1s guilty 
of all that Envy, Malice, Re- 
venge, and Avarice, which have 


been attributed to him, I ſhall | 


not pretend to determine ; but 


every one may form aJudgment | 


of him from his own Conduct for 
ſeveral Years paſs d: The Publick 


has | 


* 
has thought it ſurpriſingly mean 
for him to enter into ſtrict 
Friendſhip with a late La, at- 
ter that which happened in the 
famous Secret Committee ; but 
| Who can wonder at any Mean- 
_ neſs that a Perſon can ſubject 
himſelf to, who has been guilty | 
of the two following Inſtances of 
Lowneſs of Mind? He was {zen 
ſome Years ago ſtanding in a 
heavy Shower of Rain in Ex- 


3. change-alley, when other People 


were glad to be hous'd, only to 


{ell two hundred Pounds Stock, 


which he did to a dirty 7e Boy 


for a Quarter per Cenz. more 
than the Market Price, ſo he 


gaind tenShillings for being al- 

molt wet to the Skin : As this 
is a Truth, tis doubtleſs a great 
Inſtance of his Induſtry, tho 
moſt People are fo ill natur d as 
to call it Avarice. The other 
Inſtance 1 I, his accuſing a noble 


Lord 
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Lord of writing a Pamphlet in 
which he had no Hand, and ta- 


tell the Publick that he had lent 
this young Nobleman Money in 
their Hours of Friendſhip ; for 
which he has been frequently 
expoſed, and for a ſimilar Acti- 
on to which a School-boy would 
be hiſſed from among his Ac- 
_ quaintance. 

Another Writer in the Crafif: 
man is a tall Attorney born in 
Suffolk ; this Fellows Parents 
were of the Dregs of the Peo- 


king an Occaſion from thence to 


ple, and his Education equal to | 


his Birth : His firſt Appearance 
in London was as a Barber s Boy; 
but a Gentleman who, as I have = 
heard, was his Maſters Cu- | 
ſtomer, obſerving an Alertneſs 
in him, firſt took him into his 


Houſe as a menial Servant, and 


aſterwards made him his Clerk. 
The Parentage and Poverty of 


"WM | 
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this Wretch thoutd not have 
been nieittoned, but ro ſhew 
how dee! he dank of the dirty 
Fountain from whence he 
ſprang : Betore he arrived at 
twenty Years of Age he became 
a publ:ck Diſputer againſt God 
and all Religion ; and I am cre- 
dibly informed that he has 
drawn Numbers of his Majeſty s 
Subjects both from their Duty 
to God and their Allegiance to 
the King; for he has been equal- 
ly zealous in promoting Irreli— 
gion, Sedition, and Rebellion. 
He has been a zealous Propaga- 
tor of ablolute and poſitive A. 
thetſm for more than ten Years 
pals'd, and hath frequently ard 
publickly utter d ſdch horrid 
Blaſphemies as would fivck an 
honeſt and moicit De; io 
that, to ule the Words or the 
excellent Lord Sοπ t , lie 


1 bu 


60 


but 4 Fatherleſs World, and a 


Forlorn Nature; and farther, 
to ſhew that his Principles and 


Practice correſpond, I will point 
out two or three, out of num- 


berleſs Inſtances, of the Baſeneſs 


and horrid Ingratitude of this 
Writer: He was ungrateful to 
his Maſter, who lifted him into 


the World: He debauch'd his 


Friend's Daughter, and thereby | 
brought a laſting Uneaſineſs in- | 
to an honeſt, and innocent Fami- 


ly : He, with ſomeother Villains, 
was convicted of a Conſpiracy 


who had a Wife and fix ſmall 


Children, and who had lent this 
Letter Writer his Money and 
Credit, to buy him Cloaths and 


turniſh his Chambers. Theſe, 


which I have named, are the fla- | 
Correſpondents of the | 
Craftſman; the Craftſmanhim- | 
ſelf ! is a Writer of almoſt as low | 


grant 


Rank 
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to take away the Life of a Man 


E 

Rank as the Aubei ſtical Attor- 
ney; he was expelld from St. 
John's College at Oxford for Ri- 
baldry and Prophaneneſs, and 
he afterwards made his Court to 
ſome of the eminent Perſons 
who are weekly abuſed in his 
Paper. * 

We come next to Fog's Au- 
thors: The principal Writer is 


| an Jriſh Papiſt, who has ſup- 
ported himſelf on the Profit of 


that Paper many Years. The im- 


pudent Attorney, who writes on 


| the [ndependency of Parliaments 
in the Crafz/man, has been one 
of his Correſpondents ; and ano» 
ther Attorney, who was once a 
Projector, and who is reported 
to be half a Madman, and much 
given to leaſing, has wrote 


| feveral Letters in that Paper, 


particularly thoſe idle Things 
againſt King William tbe Third, 
at the Time of the Propoſal be- 

ing 
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ing made for erecting a Statue 
in Cheap) ide to the Memory of 

that royal and illuſtrious Hero. 
As theſe two Journals are not 
the only Vehicles of Dilaftec- 
tion and Scandal, I {hall point 
out ſome other Authors of equal 
Merit, v ho have cenvey'd cheir 
Rubbuli thro other Channels: 
The firſt 1 ſhall mention is one 
F---7:---4, who has ſent ſeveral 

Lerters to the London Evening 
Pojt, directed to a noble Lord, 
pictending to make Bieat Diſco- 
verles againit one ot our Mini- 
ſteers, proved he Was allowed 
to ictuUin to f wgwnd This 
werthy Con .cman was a Clek 
I ihe Wal- inte in the Jive 
Ol hc late „ bertion, When Mr. 
P--1 -3 was bun ctary at War; 
but fer iruticully betraying 
Ris 13 {i tic tied the King gdom 
to ave hs Lille. Hie went to 
Av.gubuu, Wheie the Pretender 
then 
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then reſided: he gaind ſome 
trifling Secrets at that abdicated 
Court, which he diſcovered on 
his Arrival at Paris, where he 
was made a Clerk to the great 
Laws ; but on the Fall of Mz/- 
/i//ipz Stock he left Paris, being 
much in Debt, and fled to % 
end, where he got ſome Light 
into their Ea// India Trade, 
which he publiſhed, therefore 
he was not allowed to continue 
there; but he fled to H2Uland, 
from whence for male Practices 
he was baniſhd : he hath ſince 
been {trolling about the World 
as a Vagabend, tho full fraught 
with Envy, Malice, and Non- 
{enſe, which he ſometimes vents 
in the London Evenine Po, 
and ſometimes in idle Pam- 
phlets. 
Mr. E+-:ce B-»--l is a Writer 
of 10. extraordinary a Caſt that 
he muſt not be omitted here: 


wha! 
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what his Morals are appear pla in- 
ly from the late Enquiry into 
the Valid:ty of Dr. T- Is Will; 

and the Condition in which his 
Underſtanding is at preſent ap- 
pears from the Bee, and ſome 
other of his late Writings. I 
cannot avoid obſerving here, 
that the Craſi ſmau took fre- 
quent Occaſions to recommend 
this Gentleman and his antimi- 
niſterial Pamphlets to the Pub- 
lick, before the Diſcovery that 
was made of him in Relation to 
Dr. T7 Is Will, but, fince that 
Gentlewan's ſhuffling Conduct in 
that Affair, Mr. D' Anvers has 
deſerted him, as no Ornament 
to his Cauſe; from whence tis 
evident, that his only Recom- 
mendation was his Rancour to 
the Miniſtry. 

I ſhall bring up the Rear 
with a Writer of an uncommon 
Stamp, viz. the Author of ſome 

Verſes 
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Verſes call'd The State Dunces - 
this 7 Hing is the Son of a Tay- 
lor who lived in Holbourn, and 
the Pupil and Convert of the 
horrid Attorney mention'd a- 
bove, ſo that none need doubt 
of the Excellency of his Morals. 


His Father put him Apprentice 


at a Stuft-ſhop in Pater noſter- 
Row; but, after his Time was 
out, the young Man, not hav- 
ing wherewithal to ſet up his 
Buſineſs, attempted to turn 
Poet. This curious Piece, call d 
The State Dunces, is addreſſed 
to one of our beſt and moſt e- 
minent Poets, with which I dare 
ſay Mr. Pope is not very well 
pleaſed; for he talks as freely 
to him as the T- d did to the 
Apple as they went down the 
Stream together: his Characters 
are like the Painter s Sign, which 
the Feopie did not know what 
to make of, whether it was a 
| Cow 
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Cow or a Cheſt of Drawers. 
What, as Sir Sampſon Legend 
ſays, in Love for Love, wou'd 
this Son of a Cucumber have? 
Theſe, Britons, are the Men 
who are leading you under falſe 
Pretences, from your Duty to 
God, your King, and your Coun- 
try; but 1 hope you will re- 
member, that the liker any 
Thing is to Reaſon, which is 
not Reaſon, it is the moſt dan- 
gerous Rock you can ſplit on; 


and that no Impoſture, whether 


religious or political, was ever 
carry d on with Succeis but un- 

der a Pretence of publick Good; 
and ſurely no one can be 1o de- 
ſtitute of common Senle, as to 
think the leaſt guilty of the a- 
bove- mention d Wretches can 
have any Spark of Love to their 
Country, or indeed the leaſt De- 
gree of Humanity in them: 
none cry'd ſo loud againſt Taxes, 
in 
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in the Beginning of the laſt. 
Reign, as thoſe who occaſioned 
the late Rebellion, as the late Earl 
Couper has ſhew d in his Speech, 
at pronouncingSentence upon the 
rebellious Lords: you rob us a our 
Peace, ſays he, and then reproach 
us with the Want of ut: and 
I am of Opinion, that none now 
occaſion ſo much Clamour againſt 
Bribery and Corruption, as thoſe 
who would gladly accept of e1- 
ther Place or Penſion ; but this 
I am ſure of, that moſt of them, 
who at this Time cry ſo loud 
for Liberty and their Country, 
are the moſt wicked and profli- 
gate of Mankind, who have al- 
ready done all in their Power to 
{ell their Liberty and Country 
into the Hands of its worft E- 
nemies, viz. the Papiſts and 


Facobites, whole Tenets ever 


were, and {till are, deſtructive 
of all Liberty, both religious 
and civil; and, as the Lord Bi- 
C op 


(18 ) 

ſhop of London has well obſerv'd, 
in his circular Letter to the 
Clergy of his Dioceſs, 27 mu/7 
be remember d, that every Con- 
vert to Popery, at the ſame 
Time that he becomes a Zealot 
For the Church of Rome, be- 
comes alſo a Zealot for a Popiſo 

Pretender to the Throne. This 


learned Prelate has diſcoverd ſo | 
laudable a paſtoral Care, in his | 
lare circular Letter, that he de- 


ſerves the Thanks of every loyal 
Proteſtant ; and I hope his Ex- 


ample will be follow'd by other | 


Prelates, who are cqually ſenſi- 
ble of the preſent Growth of 
Popery in theſe Kingdoms; 
which, I am thoroughly pei ſua- 
ded, 1s, in ſome Meaſure, owing 
to the Writings of ſome of thoſe 
licentious Scribblers which F | 
have mention'd. 
The Crafiſman hath been 
long pleading for a Coalition of 
Parties: What happy Mortals 
are 
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are we become from the pre- 
ſent Coalition of the attaint- 
ed I. d, the diſcontented old 
Whig, the ſilly blaſpheming 
Attorney, Mr. D' Anvers, the 
Iri/h Papiſt, the Writer againſt 
King PVilliam the Third, the 
late worthy Clerk of the War- 


Office, Mr. | E- e B-----I, and 


| the Son of a Cucumber? How 


excellent a Syſtem of Religion 
and Politicks mult be produced 
from this Coalition, I leave to 
the Judgment of every ho- 
neſt and impartial Engliſb- 
man, when themſelves agree 
not in any one Particular, ex- 
cept it be to diſturb the Peace 
of the Nation, by ſtirring up 
Mutiny and Sedition, under 
falſe and wicked Pretences, ſo 
that Anarchy and Confufion 
| muſt .be the Conſequence of 
their Succeſs, as to divide and 
ruin us is their ſole Aim. I 
C43. would 
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would ask my Countrymen, if | 


they ever knew or hear'd of a 
Time when they enjoy d both 


their civil and religious Rights 
in a greater Degree than under 
his preſent Majeſty ? And I defy 


any of the above-mentioned 
Writers to point out ſuch a 


Time. The Church of England 


is in full Poſſeſſion of all the 


Rights and Liberties which the 
Bihops and the Reſt of theCler- 
gy think its Due; for, to the 


+ 
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Honour ol our Church, the pre- | 


{ent Set of our Clergy defire not 


to perſecute. The Diſſenters 


have full Toleration to worſhip | 
God according to their Conſci- 


ences, a Privilege they would 


have venturd all that was dear | 
to them tor, in ſome late Reigns. 
The Papiſts ungrateful, as moſt | 
of them are, have more Liberty | 


now than in any former Reign; 
nay, every Subject 1 18 permitted 


to 


. 


6 
3 
4 
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to exerciſe his Talent on any To- 


pick, whether religious, politi- 
cal, or civil, provided they keep 


1 within the Bounds of Reaſon and 


the Laws: and, to ſhew the 
Lenity of the preſent, beyond 
all other Adminiſtrations, the 
| Craftſman and Fog continue to 


| write againſt that Government 


to which they owe their Liber- 


ty, when in other Countries ſuch 


impudent Men would not be Per- 


I | mitted to breathe. 


Farther, our Property was ne- 


' | ver more ſecure than now; for 


we are not governd by the arbi- 
trary Will of the Prince, but by 


- | theeſtabliſhd Laws of the Land; 
| 


nor has our Trade been exceed- 
eds, on a Medium, in any for- 


mer Time; nay, by the Prudence 
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of our Miniſtry, in keeping ſo 
long out of the War, our Trade 
has greatly flouriſn d, while ſome 
of our Neighbours have been in- 


yoly d 
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volv'd in the utmoſt Miſery; and 
our Farmers and Merchants have 
reapd vaſt Advantages thereby; 
for there has becn remitted into 
this Kingdom in Cath near two 
Millions, Herling, for Corn that 
| hath been exported ſince other 
Powers have been engag d in the 
War. 
Nov, if our Religion and Pro- 
perty are as ſecure as human Na- 
ture can make them, if we are 


govern d by the known Laws of 
the Land, and them only, and 


if our Trade flouriſhes, which are 
undeniable Facts, who can for- 
bear crying out with the noble 
Poet, Protect us migbiy Provi- 
dence; what would theſe mad 
Men have? 
Should we be able tocontinue 
in Peace, every thinking good 


Engliſhman would rejoice for the | 


Blood and Treaſure ſav d there- 
by; for however War may ap- 


pear 
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pear at aDiſtance, tis exceeding 
terrible when near; and certain- 
ly thoſe Men muſt be very un- 
thinking, or exceeding wicked, 


| who prefer War to Peace ; but, 


il we ſhould be obliged to enter 
into the War, we have no great 
Reaſon to fear; for we can have 
an Army in this Kingdom of a- 
bove 30000 Land Men in a 
ſhort Time; and we have now 
ready a Fleet of ſixty Sail of 
Line of Battle Ships, which may 
ſoon be conſiderably augmented; 
and our Exchequer is in excellent 
Order; ſo that our Enemies, 
whether foreign or domeſtick, 
will, in all Probability, have but 
little Reaſon to rejoice if we 
enter into War. e 
I nov think it proper to de- 
clare, that it has been exceeding 
irkſome to me to rake into ſuch 
Filth as is contained in ſome of 


the preceding Pages, nor ſhould 
any 


ET 

any Thing have tempted me fo 
to do, as | hinted at the Begin- 
ning, but as I conceived it the 


beſt and ſhorteſt Way of opening 


the Eyes of my deluded Country- 
men, and to quench the Flames 


which thoſe Incendiaries have 


kindled, by ſhewing what 


Wretches they are who are de- 


ceiving them; for it requires no 


great Reaſoning to prove, that 
the Subverſion of the preſent 
Eſtabliſhment muſt terminate in 


the Ruin of the greateſt Part of 
the People of this Kingdom : 
let me therefore exhort my 
Countrymen, ſo long as they are 
protected by the Laws of the 


Land, to make Returns of Duty 
to their King, who ſeems, by 


all his Actions, to have Nothing 


ſo much at Heart as the Welfare | 


of this Nation: let me alſo 
adviſe them to conſider, that the 
Intereſt of the King and his 


People 
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[people, are as inſeparable as the 
Intereſt of a Father and his 
| Children, and that, as long as 
| Things go in the preſent Chan- 
nel, the popular Cry for Country, 
| Independency, and Liberty, and 


| the Outcry againſt Bribery and 
Corruption, are but empty 
Sounds, to diſturb our Peace 
when no Enemy is near, and 


| when our Liberties are in no 
Danger but from thoſe Incen- 


diaries. 
I cannot conclude theſe Pages 


a better than with obſerving, that 


the popular Cry againſt the 
Vote of Credit, at the-End of 
the laſt Parliament, was as 
ſhameful as it was ridiculous : 
the Tenderneſs which the Prince 
has ſhew'd to his People, in the 
Uſe which he has made of it, 


| muſt make his Name dear to 


his Subjects, and load the fac- 
tious Party with Infamy and 
D Con- 
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Confufion : but I hope it will, 
in its Effects on the better Part 
of them, ſhame them out of 
their Oppoſition into Loyalty: 
and I cannot end without con- 
gratulating my Countrymen on 1 | 
the Election of a Majority, Who 
have given Indications of their 
Attachment to the Intereſt of 
their Country and their Prince: 
and while we are bleſs d with 
the Prince now on the Throne, 
I am ſure that the Country In- ! 
tereſt and the Court Intereſt 
are the ſame; and that they 8 
may always continue ſo is the 
hearty Wiſh of one who, I may 
8 ſay, has ſuffer d more 

y the Mate Miſunderſtandings 

1 ſome different Courts than 

moſt who are ſo boiſterous in i 
their Clamours, — -_ 
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